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SUBJECT: CONTINUED PRESENCE OF PRINCE TURKI 

1. EVENING OF NOVEMBER 10 AHMAD ABDU SAID CAME BY TO INFORM 
ME THAT CONTRARY TO HIS EARLIER REPORT OF NOVEMBER 9, PRINCE 
TURKI REMAINS IN SANA. SAID SAID THAT ALTHOUGH PRIVATE SAUDI 
AIRCRAFT ARRIVED YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO CARRY PRINCE BACK 
TO RIYADH, TURKI APPARENTLY DECIDED AT LAST MINUTE TO STAY ON. 

SAID SAID THAT AS OF THIS EVENING HE NOT ABLE ASCERTAIN WHAT 
PROMPTED PRINCE TO CHANGE HIS MIND BUT ASSUMES THAT SOMETHING 
MUST HAVE OCCURRED DURING YESTERDAY'S LUNCHEON WITH PRESIDENT 
AL-HAMDI AND SHAIKH ABDULLAH AL-AHMAR TO HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT 
THIS LAST MINUTE CHANGE. 

2. SAID SAID THATTPE WAS ON HIS WAY FOR A MEETING WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER AL-ASNAG AS WELL AS 

PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR MUHAMMAD BASINDWA. WHO RETURNED TO SANA 

EARLIER TODAY, IN ORDER ASCERTAIN WHAT IS GOING ON. SAID CONTINUED 

THAT BASINDWA HAS APPARENTLY BROUGHT 

GENERALLY GOOD NEWS FROM SAUDI ARABIA BUT THAT SAUDIS 

ARE CONTINUING TO PROFESS CONCERNED ABOUT UNSETTLED CONDITIONS IN 

YEMEN AND REPORTS OF "POSSIBLE DRIFT TO THE LEFT". HE DID NOT 

KNOW IF THIS MIGHT BE THE FACTOR INFLUENCING THE PRINCE’S DECISION. 
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3. SAID ASSURED ME HE WOULD LET ME KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
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TOMORROW WHAT IS CURRENT STATE OF PLAY. IN RESPONSE TO MY 
QUESTIONING HE DID NOT APPEAR TO BE OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
PRINCE'S CONTINUED PRESENCE IN LIGHT OF WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THE 
ASSURANCES WHICH THE SAUDIS HAVE CONVEYED TO HAMDI THROUGH RECENTLY 
RETURN 

CHIEF OF STAFF AL-GHASHMI. HE ADMITTED. HOWEVER, THAT IF 

THE PRINCE CONTINUES TO PROLONG HIS SOJOURN HERE THIS COULD WELL HAVE 

A NEGATIVE RESULT. 

4. SAID REITERATED HIS OPINION THAT HE THOUGHT SOME GOVERNMENT 
POSITION MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE FOUND FOR AL-AHMAR BUT DOUBTED THAT 
AL-HAMDI WOULD AGREE TO AMUTHING AT THIS TIME LEST IT APPEAR HE IS 
GIVING IN TO SAUDI PRESSURES. AT THE SAME TIME HE EMPHASIZED THAT HE 
WAS JUST GIVING ME HIS OWN OPINION AND THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT 
AL-HAMDI WOULD DO. HE DID SAY, HOWEVER, THAT AL-AHMAR CONTINUES 

TO TALK ABOUT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A "POLITICAL BUREAU" WHICH WOULD 
SUPERVISE ELECTIONS WHOSE DATE SHOULD BE ANNOUNCED FAIRLY SOON. 

THE SHAIKH IS ALSO ASKING FOR DISSOLUTION OF THE COMMAND COUNCIL. 

SAID SAID HE WAS FAIRLY CONFIDENT THAT AL-HAMDI WOULD NOT AGREE TO 

THESE DEMANDS. SAID THOUGHT THAT PERHAPS A DEAL MIGHT BE WORKED OUT 

WHEREBY AL-AHMAR OBTAINED SOME PRESTIGIOUS POSITION WITH NO 

POWER IN EXCHANGE FOR REMOVAL FROM THE COUNTRY OF ANTI-REGIME FIGURES 

LIKE MUJAHIB ABU SHUWARIB, ABDULLAH MALIK AL-TAYYIB AND 

YAHYA MUTAWAKIL. SAID ALSO NOTED THAT TO HIS BEST KNOWLEDGE PRINCE 

TURKI HAS NOT BEEN PUSHING FOR ANY SPECIFIC FORMULA BUT HAS BEEN 

LIMITING HIMSELF TO EXHORTATIONS TO THE YEMENIS TO PATCH UP 

THEIR DIFFERENCES AMICABLY. 

5. COMMENT: SAID WAS CALM AND UNEMOTIONAL AS HE 
RELATED TO ME WHAT LITTLE HE KNEW ABOUT THE SITUATION, 

ALTHOUGH HE WAS OBVIOUSLY SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSED THAT HE HAD CONVEYED 
TO ME WRONG INFORMATION ABOUT THE PRINCE'S DOINGS. GIVEN THE 
SCANTY INFORMATION WE NOW HAVE, IT IS DIFFICULT TO MAKE ANY 
JUDGMENT ON THIS MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN THE PERILS AND 
PEREGRINATIONS OF PRINCE TURKI. HIS CONTINUED PRESENCE, HOWEVER, 

CAN HARDLY HELP MATTERS. 
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